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Focus expanded to study erviromexta sustainability

sissipi Rver ad I1linois Vitervay is

agai N undervay.
Lt. Gn Robert Hovers, Gief of Bgneers for
theUS Any Grps of Bg neers, put the study
on ha d fromMrch through August of this year
to study reconmendations nade by the Nx
tiona Research Quncil (NRD and a new N
tiod Fedrd Srior Rincipds Tesk Force
Thet task farce is conprised of representatives
o agacdies wth a stake in the river system

Thel\avigatimswyd the Upper Nis-

Earlier inthe year, the NRGahose nener s
represent theresearcharmd the Ntiond Acad
eny of Sciences—+ecomended several
changes in the study’ s enviromentad and eco-
nomc analysis. The reconmendations
proqted a naj o restructuring o the study, a
chage that is beng gesed grimsticdly,
even by sone o the study's early critics.

"The Qxps certainy appears on paper to be
ontherigt track, " says Jff Sen theNlssis
sipp Rver regod representative for Aneri-
can Rvers, the retion s lead ng river coser-
vation group. "W are cautiously optimstic
and very wlling to do what we can to nake
this cdlaboration verk. "

Cris Bescia, presidet of the Mdvwest Aea
Rvers @alition 2000—a cHition o agyi-
cultural commodity groups, grain conpa-
nes ad vatervay carriers-says he worries
the changes coud dday patentid lock ad
damnoder ni zation but does |ike the enpha-
sisontrue cdlaboration. "W re hdpngthe
Qxps of Bg neers produce an i nteri mreport
that captures sone of the econonic risk we
face as amaion if ve doit take action rgp

idy," he says, "It's inportat that ve conjue
w afuue far theriver that is nat notwely
excl usi ve, neani ng you can havetraffic gronth
ontheriver adstill pratect the erviromnent."

The study’ s focus no longer wil belinted to
theintid study god: wether river transpor-
tationinprovenents are needed and, if so, the
resuting environnenta inpacts of those im
provenents. The restructured study wil ook
nore hdisticdly a the conplicated interre
lationship between the environnent, navi ga-
tion systemand flooddan It will vk to
ensure the vatervay systemcontinues to be a
netional ly treasured ecdogica resource as
vel| as an effective transportati on systemby

seeking vays to

* Reduce lock congestion

» Achieve an erviromenta |y susta nad e
system

» Address ecosystemand floodp ain
nanagenent needs

The newgod s represent a significat departure
fromthe pupose of the study wen it vas
launched in 1993 says Dy Lundberg, the
project naneger.

“Wiat the NRC suggested and viet ather stake-
hd ders have edorsed i s thet ve shod d eqard the
study tolak & the rai gti on systemnare di s
ticdly ad thet ve poice eqd pdaming to
pratect ad enhence returd resources,” Lundberg
sad “Grtary miggian is sill a kg capo
et o the study, bt vere stgpng beck ad
broedening the soope to better uderstad the
inerdaioship betveen lviggtion flooddan
wses ad the enviroment.”

cotinued on page 2
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continued frompage 1

Wat is paticdaly exdting Lundberg says, is the new
enphasi s on col | aborati on anang agenci es and groups, both
private and govermenta . Sone of the agenci es have a naj or

wll assess the inerddaiaship o vaios aggxies wth
inerest in the river systemad suggest goportunities far
gese odlaoaion

staeintherivers eosys

tes adahesintherde
the rivees day in the rer
tional econony. Wiile
participgtion by the pio
lic inaet gays, saes
ad aher fedord agedies
hes been extesive in the
study to cate the Grps
hes devel oped a newst ruc-
tuefa the study thet vill
provide even gester ad
nore i nmedi ate i nput and
particpetion then befare

fs pat o thestudy' s new
structure, ather federd
agencies have a naor
study rd e through the new
Ntiona Federd Senior
Rrincipd s Tesk Force thet
vas assel ed & theinvi-
taiond L. @Gn Homers.
Ths “federd famly’ ap
proech reflects the broed

The teamis working to
coplete an ineimre
pot in Jy 200 fd-
loved by a fird report
tvotothree years laer.
The ineimreprt wil
assess the need for revi-
gation inprovenents as
ve| as ecosystemresto-
ration and floodpl ain
nanagenent and wil |
idetify adtiod Gn
gessiod athorization
thet nay be needed It nay
aso idetify neassures
thet can neet those needs
onaninterimbesis uder
pesat athxities.

Acther key purpose of
the rguot isto assess the

need for and potentia
cotents of a conprehen
siveriver dan That nay

inportance of the Upper

Mssissipp Rver add Illinos Vetervay, Luxdberg says.
The task farce dready hes he ped refocus the study's godl s
ad wil cotine to net quarterly to nontor the study
or OCESS.

Task force nenbers include Veishingtonlevel representa
tives o the US Dartnent of Ayicdture the Cepartnent
o Ineio’sHAshadWdife Sxvice the US Bwiramen
ta Raection Agacy's Ofice of \Vetlands, @eas ad
Vet ersheds; and the Departnent of Transportation's Mri-
tine Admnistration. Rgod rereseataives o those agen
cdesdsoaewvarking dosdy wth the study team as are the
core advi sory groups and coord nating conmittees that vere
forned & the study’s incetion

Qlabraion isit linted to the study process, hovever.
Qe o the newstudy gods is to exdare the fragnented
goproach to the current nanegenent of the river. The study

induke idertifying add -
tiod gyotuities ad patnerships tht codd hdp pre
save praedt o restae criticd demrts o the ecosystem

The report will be devel oped cd | aboratively wth federd and
state agencies, nonrgovermenta organi zatioms, key stake
hd ders ad the pdic.

Brase o the NCs codusion that it is dfficdt if mt
imosside to predct 90 years into the fuure a sceaio
andysis wll be used to look a and nake reconnencéti ons
besed on severd paetid fuuwe "verlds.” Those scerarics
wll rgreset dtemaive sees o codtios a devd grerts
rdaedtothe river systemand wil be devd gped in cd | ao

ration wth nany other groups and agenci es.

Te gerrd pdic wil hae its first gpotuity to learn
nare about the study's histary ad newdrection & a series
o upcomng pudic neetings, described in nore detail on
Re6 O

Nvigation Sudy A a Gace

The Upper Nississipp Rver-111inois Vitervay SystemMNvigation Sudy is a miti-year, nolti-nnllion ddlar
study that is assessing various inprovenent needs on the vatervay systemover a 50-year planing period
The study area includes 84 mles of the Upper Mssissipp Rver, wth 2 locks and dans, between
Nmegd is-S. Rl ad the nouh of the Gio Rver. It dso covers 348 mles of the Illinos Vatervay, a
stretch wth edgt locks ad dans thet comects the Geat Lakes wth the Nississipp Rver. O
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Study website gets a new ook and new features

soestepinaneffot tonake the Navigati on Sudy nore cd | aborative, the study teamis upgrad ng
its website. The new site, located at: http://wwww nvr. usace. arny. ml/Rudl i cAfairs@fice/
Navi gationSudy. tm wll be nore interactive and conprehensive than the previous site and wil
thereby i nprove ogpartunitiesfar pudicinvd venart. Thenewsited sowl | includedataand|inks thet
reflect the broeder scde of therestructured study as vl | as study reparts pldishedto dete Thefirst
phase of the newwebsiteis expected to be conpl ete by mnd-Decenber and wi | feat ure the newdesi gn
and nany of the newsearch conponents. Mist newfeat ures shoul d be conpl ete by nnd-January.

Anong the nany newfeatures, the interactive website wil:

e Besearchdde Arewkenword searchogptionwll dlowvisitarstothe sitetosearchdl
navi gat i on study docunents cotaining aparticud ar termor phrase.
* Includeacaendar featwethat wll alowqu ck searches of upconnng neetings by | ocati on

a ke

* Rovideinfornationonandlinks to areas newto the study.

* Featureaquesti on-and-ansver sectionthat wll address frequent!|y asked st udy questi os, a

list of study mlestanes, adacuret studytindine O

Economic and Envronnental G oups Met

s aed thefirst stepsinanewcd | aorati on betveen grouss wth
vayirngineestsinthsnltipgeuserive system thestudy s Ecoom
ics @ord neting Gnninttee net i n conjunction wth the Navi gati on
Bwviromnental ord nation Gnmitteein | ate Novenber. The Gxrps
o Bgnexrs hired anindgpendent catractar tofadlitaethe d scus-
sion, adtheresut vas the devd gt of acomanvisionfa the

river system says g ect Mnager Denny Lundber g.

“\Vié devel oped
a common un-
trstad rgthet
sgdrdilityis
a bdace be
tween  eco-
noame, em rat
netd ad so
dd ooside-
aias,” lresas
“The groups

dsopoiddan
intid s d cos dayaiasthe nedtogoinothe scaeri oded quart.”
For anorecdtta | edsumary o thenegting s autcone, check o velsite
http://ww nvr.usace.arny.ml/PublicAffairsCficel
Navi gati onS udy. htm O

@vernors Lia son
nmittee Mets

The Governors’ Lialson
Gnmt t ee-the group t hat
hes been the study's core
alvisay goup since the
study' s i ncepti onaet No-
velier 13in 8. Laus to
reiewthe study’ s newd -
rective. The comnttee d s
cussed the cocegts o eco-
nomc, ervironnental and
sad sstamdility.

The conmittee wll neet
aga non Feruary 26, 2002,
a theDd etreeHted Nin
negodisArpot & theMl,
7901 24th Arenue South,
B oomngton, Mnnesata. O
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Questions and Asvers

The Nwvigation Sudy has newgod s and o ecti ves, raising questi ons anang even those wo have clasely fd | oved the
study's progress. Hre ve dffer ansvers to key questions about the changes, provided cd | aborativdy by nenters of the

study team

Q Wat ae the nast sigificat chages in the
stud/'s rew drection?

A The scope of the study has been significantly
br cadened to focus on the authori zed federa navi gati on
prgects onthe Nississipg Rver above Giro, Illinds
ad the Illinds Vitervay Systemand the ecd ogi ca
ad flooddan resorces that are affected by these
navigation projects. A prinary objective of this
restructured effart istordievel ock congestion, achi eve
an enviromental |y sustainable system and address
ecosyst emand fl oodpl ai n nanagenent needs rel ated to
navigation in a haistic nanner. The restructured
navigation study seeks to emswre that the river and
vatervay systemwll continue to be an effective
transportation system and a nationally treasured
ecd og cd resaurce.

Q W& hgpas todl the vark dore since the study
begn in 19937 W it besorgped a isit still vdid
ad usabl e?

A Thengority of the work that has been conpl eted
todaeisvay usefd indfinngthe fuuedrettion o
the study. Vklen ve tie it into our new oy ectives and
god statenart, it wll hd pdefinetheinteracti onbetveen
navi gation and the ather ol tipl e resources of the river
system The study has definitey pushed the state of the
art and devel oped a better understand ng of the i npacts
o navigationtrafficontheriver system Approxi nate y
$24 nil i on has been expended si nce 1993 on st udyi ng
theinpact of the navi gati on systemon the envi romnent .
The research find ngs and anal yses renai n a va uabl g,
inega conponet of the study. Inaddition dl o the
engi neering vork done to define the condition of the
river system theinfrastructreand patetid dterretives
wll be wusefu in reformulating potential
reconmendati ons. Wile the teamwll no | onger use
the study’'s initia econommc nodel, nuch useful
infornation was gat hered on the exi sting econoncs of
the current system

Q Sudy teamnenbers have ta ked about a new
led o dlaaaion Hwaes ths dffe franthe
intid indveet o the pic ad aher gaps
ad govermentd agecies in the study process?

A: The vay ve terned it befare, we vere doing nare
coodneting Gordretingisbringnginfanationtothe
plic, adhy fedrd adsdeapres adahasasit is
devel oped, and then recel ving infornati on and conment s
thraugh thet process. Qllaboraion, the vay ve dfireit,
is gving stakehd ders nare owership in wat wre
doing Oed theprinary topics far our upconng pudic
foruns will bethe cd |l aborati ve process—wet € se do ve
need to cosider? Wve dscussed the possibility of
having the Fish and WIdife Service, Bwiromentd
Foection Agercy, Serra Gub, Awrican Rvers or
ahers paticipagingwthus toexqdanfa thensd ves how
they heve oversipinthis study. Theyre part o it.

Q@ The biggest criticismstens franyour economc
ncd. W1 it still be wsed inthe fird swd?

A The National Research Quncil found the ESSENE
Mde , wvhich reporeserted an effat by the Grps to
advae the stae o the at o econoic farecesting, to
cotainflaned assunptions and data. Uitil the nadd hes
been corrected and i ndependently evaluated and a so
ganered woe accetance, it wll nat beused The scerario
adysis, wichve wll bewsinginpace o farecasting,
dlons deve oonert of scenarics thet can influence the
fuue raher then trying to reedt to it. @t o those
scererics Wil conetrafficforecasts. They wil berunwth
the TovGst Mdd, used by the Grpsinthe pest for Gio
Rve studes.

Q@ W the interimRyport preset recomendéti ons
for navigation inprovenents and/or ecosystem
restaaion prqgects?

A The InerimRypot wll cotan anatrix aulinng
varios sceerics ad paetid dterrdtives. Four-tofive
scererios wll be deve oped thet cover a broed range o
fuue vorld codtions, dteraives wll reflect a
conti neti on of neasures desi gned to address the needs of
the navi gati on systemand the ervi romnent. Aprel i nnary
assessnart of dterretives wll be acconpli shed as part o
the InerimRyport. O
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UPPERMISSISSIPPI RIVER-ILLINOISWATERWAY SYSTEM NAVIGATION STUDY
COMMENT SHEET
Name Telephone
Address
City State ZIP

note: Name, Telephone, and Addr essar eoptional and can bel eft blkv

(Pleaseprovideyour commentsinthespacebel ow) '

Pleasecheck ONE category bel ow that representsyour primary interestinthestudy.

___ Waterbornelndustry  _ Federal Government (Congressional) _ Regiona Planning

____ OtherBusinessIndustry _ Federa Government (All Other) ____Recrestion

___ EnvironmentalGroup __ StateGovernment ____NoParticular Affiliations;
____Agriculture ____ City/County Government __ Persond Interest
_____Media __ Education ____ Other (specify)

Privacy Act Statement:

InaccordancewiththePrivacy Actof 1974 (Authority: Chapter 5, ER 1105-2-100), routineusesof theinformation
obtai nedfromthisformincludecompilingofficial mailinglistsfor futureinformationa publicationsandrecording
additiona viewsand publicparticipationinstudies.
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/
Team Gt act s |
£ — Upcoming
Ag ect Mnager: % i .
Denny Luncberg (Rock |'sl and) M eetings
309- 794- 5632
A an Fornu ati on Leader: NP —
DCave Ti pd e (Rock 1sl and) S )
309- 794- 5399 | Fbordmaﬂon(lmmttee
E ics | er: Meting tentatively plamed for January 2002
R chard Manguno (New Q| eans) . o '
504- 862- 1923 Economics ordi nati ng Gonmitt ee

Ewviramenta andHstaric Roperties Leadkr: Nthing sched i ed as of nevel etter rel eese

Ken Barr (Rock sl and)

309 794- 5349 @vernors’ L ai son Gnmttee
Eng neeri g Leadkr: &Lzy%ng)zwllpm-ﬁiim ta the Nl
. ree meapol i s A rpor
Bob Highey (3. Loui s) 7901 24th Ave. Suth, B oonington, Ninn.
314- 331- 8300

Rblic Invd venert Leader: Qeck the study's versite a

KevinBum(S. RPal) Fetp://vewe mor . usace. arny. il / Rl i oA fai rsO i cel Nvi gati on udy. hem
651- 290- 5247 o cal 800-872-832 for updated neeting tines and | ocati os.

DO YOQU WANT TO RECEIVE TH'S MAI LI NG AGAI N?

Is Your Address Gxrect? Db You Vet to Gontinue Receiving this Nevsl etter?

L1 1 DO NOT WISH TO CONTINUE RECEIVING THIS NEWSLETTER.

L1 MY ADDRESS IS WRONG, BUT | WISH TO CONTINUE RECEIVING
THIS NEWSLETTER.

Please check your mailing label for accuracy and make any changes on the label.
Cut at the dotted line and attach the form to the inside of the enclosed comment
sheet. Although we appreciate any comments you may have, you do not have to
complete the comment sheet. Tape all three sides (please do not staple) when send-
ing in your corrected address label. Fold the comment sheet and mail it so the post-
age-paid address is showing. Please return the corrected label by January 25.
Thank you.

If we do not receive a response, we will continue sending you a newsletter at the
current address on our database. o
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Rilic Metings Hamned

The geerd pdic will gat the first coqpre
hersive lodk & the restructured N geti on
Suly a a saies d pdic regings tata
tivey schedded for Mrch The neetings
wll be hdd throgou the study area ad
wll indude infana interaction wth the
study teeamad aher goys ad agacies
wth a aiticd sae in the river systam

The neeting fornat wll indude an uydete
on study chages as vll as a cdace fao
audi ence nenfbers to provi de feedback.
Mnbers o the pidic wil ga the chace to
hear fromthe study teamand fromrepresen
taives o ahea feded aades ad pivdae
gays wth a vested ineest inthe pged.
Treredt isste o or nedletter wil induke
Oetaled infarnation about the neetings ad
locatias. O

Quest | ons?

0 For gererd study infarnation, cal Demy Lundberg,
paet naeger, a 07U o wite to the adkess
below ATIN (BMRPMor visit our hone page at:
http://ww nvr. usace. arny. nil /Publ i cAfai rsdficel
Navi gat i onS udy. ht m

0 For infarnation on RAic Invd venert netings, cdl the
td|-free te ephone nuner, 800/ LBX872)-8322. Meting
announcenents Wil be in the Ribic Invd venent nenu
Metings are d so anounced on the study s vetsite @ cdl
Kevin Bum pudic invd venent coordnetor, at 651/ 290
5247, or wite to the address bel o ATTN CEMR PMA

0 Tobeadddtotherailinglist fa fuue revd eters, study
udetes, and neeti ng anouncenerts, wite to the address
bel ow ATIN CBMRPMA o cal thetdl-free tel ephone
nunber and leave yor infarnation in the Rbic Invdve
nent  nenu.

US Any Grps of Bgneers, Rck Island =
Gock Tower Building
PO Box 2004

Rock Island, IL 61204-2004

Ths revsletter is printed on recyd ed "

paper. Wen you are finished wth it, ‘
recde it a pessit cntoafried
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