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I.  INTRODUCTION 
 
The Mazon River Section 14 Emergency Streambank Protection project (Project) would protect a 
portion of Whitetie Road, Grundy County, Illinois from erosion from the Mazon River.  The Mazon 
River flows in a generally northerly direction through eastern Illinois, emptying into the Illinois 
Waterway.  The Project area consists of the right descending bankline starting from a point 
approximately 400 feet east of Gorman Avenue, then extending downstream for approximately 1,100 
feet.  The height of the bankline is between 35 and 40 feet.  The channel in the Project area is 
approximately 75 feet wide with riparian woods adjacent to the left descending side of the river.  The 
site is located in Section 30, Township 33 North, Range 8 East, 3rd Principle Meridian, in Grundy 
County, Illinois (figure EA-1).  Most of the 455 square miles in the Mazon River watershed lie about 7 
miles southeast of Morris.  The surrounding landscape is predominantly agricultural.  
 
In 1995, the US Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District (District) completed a Section 14 
streambank stabilization project in this reach of the Mazon River.  The Environmental Assessment 
(EA) for that project was completed in October 1993 and revised January 1994.  The 1995 project 
encompassed a total length of 850 feet.  Within the 850 feet, the project stabilized 460 lineal feet with 
riprap.  The additional 400 feet of streambank was not stabilized as it was considered stable because of 
the established mature vegetative cover and lack of active erosion or streambank instability.  Since the 
project was completed, the areas treated with riprap have remained stable and continue to provide 
erosion control protection as originally designed.  However, the areas that were not stabilized with 
riprap have recently become unstable and require additional stabilization measures.  This Section 14 
streambank protection Project would stabilize the approximately 400-foot unstable section(s) (and 
incorporate the same riprap measures that were successfully applied in 1995. 
 
 
II.  PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE ACTION 

 
The District and the Goose Lake Township Highway Commission, Grundy County, Illinois have 
partnered to protect Whitetie Road from further continued streambank erosion by the Mazon River.  
The Project engineer estimates annual erosion has averaged about 2 feet, with actual amounts varying 
from year to year.  However, recent loss of bankline trees, vegetation, and bankline sediment due to 
flooding has accelerated erosion. 
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Figure EA-1.  Project Map 
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The Mazon River is eroding the right descending streambank near and downstream of the intersection of 
Whitetie Road and Gorman Avenue.  It threatens the stability of 400 feet in two separate sections of 
Whitetie Road.   
 
Presently, the outside streambank bend adjacent to Whitetie Road is eroding.  If immediate action is not 
taken, it is expected that future significant high water events on the Mazon River will continue to threaten 
the road’s stability and safety.  This Project is intended to mitigate/address that threat by reshaping the 
eroding bankline, if possible, and protecting it with riprap. 
 
 
III.  AUTHORITY 
 
The formal authorization for the District to perform this emergency streambank protection comes from 
Section 14 of the 1946 Flood Control Act, as amended.  This program is designed to implement projects 
to protect public or non-profit private facilities and/or services that are open to all on equal terms; have 
been properly maintained, but threatened by natural processes on streambanks and shorelines; and are 
essential and important enough to merit Federal participation in their protection. 
 
 
IV.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 
The preferred alternative provides for shaping two separate sections of the bankline to a more stable slope 
(1.5H (horizontal) on 1V (vertical)) and placing riprap along the eroding right descending bankline from 
the landside and/or the riverbed (figure EA-1).  Placement of a minimum 30 inches of Illinois Department 
of Transportation Gradation RR-5 riprap (about 5,600 tons) to provide a minimum 1.5:H on 1:V slope in 
the two erosion areas for a total of 400 feet along the right descending bankline adjacent to Whitetie 
Road.  The bank protection would extend landward approximately 20 feet, and encroach approximately 4 
feet into the water.  Riprap revetment was selected due to the site conditions and the emergency nature of 
the problem.  If implemented, this Project should be constructed in 30 to 60 days following all the pre-
construction activities that must take place. 
 

 
V.  ALTERNATIVES 
 

A.  No Action.  Under the No Action alternative, a high probability exists of the bankline eroding 
adjacent to Whitetie Road would continue leading to failure of the adjacent bankline and slumping of the 
road into the Mazon River.  

 
B.  Bankline Riprap Revetment.  This alternative consists of placement of riprap up to bankline 
elevation after the bankline has been cleared of vegetation.   

 
C.  Bankline Weirs.  This alternative would consist of a series of low, stub dikes to deflect the flow back 
into the main river channel.  However, bankline weirs would need to be keyed/tied into the eroding 
bankline and there is not enough room to accomplish this since the bankline is too steep and is comprised 
of shale bedrock. 
 
D.  Vegetation Buffer.  Willow post planting and cedar trees anchored into the bank were examined and 
eliminated.  These vegetative erosion control techniques were evaluated but were eliminated from further 
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consideration because, among other reasons the eroding bankline is shale bedrock and prevent anchoring 
of the cedar trees and willow posts.  Environmental solutions to erosion problems are often desirable, but 
success is not always achieved even under ideal conditions.  Additionally, the critical nature of Whitetie 
Road and the urgency of the emergency situation contributed to this alternative being dropped from 
further consideration at this location.  
 
E.  Gabion Baskets.  This alternative consists of placement of gabion baskets up the elevation of the 
eroding slope/bankline after the bankline has its slope shaped to a more stable condition.  This alternative 
was not considered due to: 1) the extra expense of the gabion baskets and shorter lifespan compared to 
riprap, and 2) gabion baskets are tied into the bankline and not constructed directly into the river.  As 
mentioned previously, the eroding bankline here is unstable shale bedrock. 
 
F.  Road Relocation.  This alternative was evaluated, but eliminated from further consideration because 
of cost. 
 
Alternative B is the preferred alternative for this Project. 

 
 

VI.  AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 
 

A.  Natural Resources.  The affected environment for this Project entails both aquatic and terrestrial 
habitat.  Some ground landward of the actual erosion protection area that would be used for 
machinery/equipment to access, maneuver and place the erosion protection. 
 
The aquatic impact zone substrate seems to be limestone bedrock and shale and represents a series of 
pool/riffle complexes under normal flows.  Portions of the Mazon River are listed as either an “A” stream 
segment (unique aquatic resource), or “B” stream segment (highly valued aquatic resource) by the Illinois 
Biological Stream Characterization Work Group. 
 
Scattered vegetation of the steep, unstable impact area along the right descending bank that would be 
impacted include  sparse woody vegetation such as cottonwood trees (Populus deltoids); hackberry 
(Celtis occidentalis); dogwood (Cornus racemosa); silver maple (Acer saccharinum); and oak (Quercus 
sp.).  The sparse herbaceous vegetation is comprised such species as Virginia wild rye grass (Elymus 
virginicus);foxtail (Setaria sp.); reed (Phragmites australis); Queen Anne’s Lace (Daucus carota); 
smooth brome (Bromus inermis); goldenrod (Solidago sp.); sleepy catchfly (Silene antirrhina); redtop 
grass (Agrostis alba); evening primrose (Oenothera biennis); figwort (Scrophularia marilandica); thistle 
(Circium sp.); prairie dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis); and bittersweet (Celastrus scandens). 

 
B.  Endangered Species.  Three federally threatened, endangered, or candidate species have been 
identified for Grundy County, Illinois: eastern prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera leucophaea), Indiana 
bat (Myotis sodalis), and sheepnose mussel (Plethobasus cyphyus). 
 
The eastern prairie fringed orchid is listed as threatened and considered to potentially occur in Grundy 
County.  It occupies mesic to wet prairies.  It requires full sun for optimal growth and flowering.  The 
substrate of the sites where this orchid occurs includes glacial soils, lake plain deposits, muck, or peat.   
There is no critical habitat designated for this species.  Federal regulations prohibit any commercial 
activity involving this species or its destruction, malicious damage, or removal of this species from 
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Federal land or any other lands in knowing violation of State law or regulation, including state criminal 
trespass law.  This species should be searched for whenever wet prairie remnants are encountered.   
 
The Indiana bat is federally endangered and known to occupy Grundy County IL, and potentially occurs 
statewide in Illinois.  During the summer, it is predominantly found along small to medium river and 
stream corridors with well-developed riparian woods; woodlots within 1 to 3 miles of small to medium 
rivers and streams; and upland forests.  During the summer, the Indiana bat frequents the corridors of 
small streams with well-developed riparian woods as well as mature upland forests.  Indiana bats roost 
and forage in trees during summer months.  The species rears its young beneath the loose bark of large 
trees—often dead or dying—but also live trees like the shagbark hickory (Carya ovata).  Loss of forested 
habitat, particularly stands of large, mature trees, can affect bat populations.  Fragmentation of forest 
habitat may also contribute to declines.   
 
The range of the freshwater sheepnose mussel (Plethobasus cyphus) is within the Project area.   It is 
declining throughout its national range and is currently a Candidate species.  This species is currently 
going through the listing process and may be included in the list of threatened and endangered species in 
the near future.  The sheepnose mussel is primarily a larger stream species occurring mainly in shallow 
shoal habitats with moderate to swift currents over coarse sand and gravel but includes mud, cobble, and 
boulders as well.  This includes larger rivers with deep runs, while those specimens found in streams 
occur mainly in stable flow refuges with little sediment turbidity. 

 
Early coordination with state and Federal resource agencies has not revealed any objections or concerns 
over potential impacts to Indiana bats or eastern prairie fringed orchid.   
 
Prior to construction, the District would need to determine the effect, if any, on the above listed species.  
A no effect determination would preclude the need for further consultation on a species unless the Project 
is modified or new information indicates endangered species may be affected.  Any determination other 
than no effect would require additional coordination with the FWS as required by Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. 
 
C.  Cultural Resources.  A review of the District’s archeological site and survey Geographic Information 
Systems databases determined that there are no previously recorded archaeological sites within 1 mile of 
the Project.  There are two previously conducted cultural resource surveys within 1 mile of the Project 
area.  One of these surveys is located directly adjacent to the current Project area and is related to a 
previous Section 14 project in the vicinity.  There is a limited amount of level ground left (approximately 
3 to 15 feet) between the north edge of Whitetie Road and the sloped bank of the Mazon River in the 
Project area.  Based on modern construction methods it is likely that this area was disturbed by the 
construction of Whitetie Road.  
   
 
VII.  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 

 
A.  Created Resources.  The area adjacent to the river is all created resources.  These structures/facilities 
would not be adversely affected by construction.  Whitetie Road would be protected from further erosion 
by the placement of rock in the Project area.  

 
B.  Natural Resources.  Temporary disturbances to vegetation, local wildlife, and fisheries may occur 
during the construction phase.  The impact areas total 0.83 acre [0.6 acre terrestrial access area plus 0.23 



Mazon River Section 14 Emergency Streambank Protection 
Draft Environmental Assessment 

EA-6 

acre riprap repair areas (figure EA-1)].  Clearing, grubbing or grading may be necessary in places where 
current vegetation would inhibit the contractor from placing the riprap as specified.  The District does not 
recommend clearing or grading of the entire bank.  Riprap and the other rock for erosion protection for 
the Project is to come from a District-approved location, either new or existing.  If the rock erosion 
protection is obtained from a new location, the area must be reviewed for impacts to endangered species 
by the resource agencies prior to commencement of the Project.  The Project construction and staging 
areas for equipment would be at 300 feet most eastern portion of the Project boundary.  This would result 
in minimal additional impacts to surrounding land or habitats. The marginal habitat value of the Project 
site, limits the scope and severity of potential impacts.  The placed rock for bank protection also would 
provide additional attachment sites, shelter, and feeding areas for aquatic invertebrate organisms and 
small fish.  No significant adverse impacts are anticipated due to implementation of the proposed Project.    

 
This substrate would be covered with stone encroaching approximately 4 feet from the bankline into the 
water.  The benthic community present in this area of the Mazon River should return after the shaping of 
the bankline and the placement of the riprap through natural migration from areas nearby but outside the 
impact zone, and downstream drift.  
 
Large, loose-barked trees that are considered suitable habitat for the Indiana bat are sparse in the Project 
area and those present would not be removed for the Project; therefore, no adverse impact to this species 
is anticipated.  If changes to the Project involve Indiana bat habitats, it may be necessary to conduct a 
survey to determine whether the bat is present.  Indiana bat habitat may be altered (i.e., trees cleared) only 
between the dates of October 1 and March 31.  No clearing of Indiana bat habitat would be necessary to 
access the site or to construct the erosion protection. 

 
The habitat requirements for eastern prairie fringed orchids are not present in the Project impact area.  
They are not likely to be present in the Project area and should not be impacted by implementation of the 
proposed Project.   
 
The impact zone for this Project would be surveyed for the presence of any sheepnose mussel prior to 
construction.  All sheepnose mussels, indeed all mussels found would be relocated to nearby similar 
habitat.  This action would be coordinated with the appropriate State and Federal resource agencies prior 
to field work commencing.  These agencies also will have the opportunity to participate in field work.  
State and Federal agencies would be contacted if any federally listed species were found. 
 
Some initial minor loss of riparian habitat and benthic organisms may result from access to and 
construction of Project features.  Once the Project is completed, the area should quickly re-colonize with 
benthic organisms similar to the benthic community that was present prior to construction. 
 
It is the Districts determination that implementation of this Project, as proposed, should have no effect on 
any federally listed threatened or endangered species or their critical habitat. 
 
C.  Cultural Resources.   Based on the modern disturbance of the area from the road construction and 
the erosion on the north side of the Project area there is little to no likelihood that cultural resources exist 
in the Project area.  Therefore, it is the District’s opinion that there would be no historic properties 
affected by the Project. 
   
D.  Air Quality.  Minor, temporary increases in airborne particulates are anticipated to occur as a result 
of mobilization and use of construction equipment.  Disturbances to nearby residents during workdays 
would be minimal, and no air quality standards should be violated. 
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E.  Water Quality.  Temporary increases in turbidity may occur during construction, but turbidity levels 
are expected to return to pre-Project levels or lower, since the bankline would no longer be eroding into 
the river.  For these reasons, no long-term impacts to water quality would be anticipated.  Any impacts to 
the stream ecosystem during Project construction would be offset by the ultimate preservation of the 
streambank. 
 
F.  Hazardous, Toxic, and Radioactive Waste (HTRW).   An Environmental Site Assessment 
Transaction Screening Process was completed in general accordance with ASTM E 1528-06, ER 1165-2-
132, and Mississippi Valley Division Regulation 1165-2-9 for the proposed Project Area.  The inquiry 
consisted of a review of aerial photographs (2009, 2005, and 1930s), a United States Geological Survey 
Topographical Map, and interviews with Grundy County Emergency Management Office and the 
Gooselake Township Road Commissioner.  The Project area is currently an eroding streambank on the 
right of way of Whitetie Road streambank, surrounded by agricultural lands and woodland.  A search of 
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Illinois EPA, the Illinois Bureau of Mines, 
and the National Response Center databases revealed no recognized environmental conditions within a 1 
mile radius of the Project site.  No further HTRW assessments are recommended at this site. 
 
G.  Cumulative Impacts.  The construction on the original Mazon River Section 14 Project was 
completed in 1995 (EA was completed October 1993 and revised January 1994) and encompassed a total 
length of approximately 850 feet.  Within the 850 feet, the Project stabilized approximately 460 lineal feet 
with riprap.  The additional 390 to 400 feet of streambank was not stabilized as it was considered stable 
because of the established mature vegetative cover and lack of active erosion or streambank instability.  
Since the Project was completed the areas treated with riprap have stayed stable and continue to provide 
erosion control protection as originally designed.   However, the areas that were not stabilized with riprap 
have recently become unstable and require additional stabilization measures.   
 
Per Corps feasibility report:  In 1995, placement of +4000 tons of 400 lb riprap 1.5H on 1V slope from 
toe of bankline up to elevation 530 in three separate areas within an 850 ft reach.  An approximate total of 
460 linear feet keying the riprap into the river bottom about 2 feet to prevent undercutting, from station 
550 to 1100.  At elevation 530.0 two rows of willow stakes were planted for the entire distance of the 
Project. 
 
This new Section 14 Project would stabilize the two unstable sections (approximately total 400 ft.) and 
incorporate the same riprap measures that were successfully applied in 1995. 
 
Per letter written by sponsor Goose Lake Highway Commissioner:  In April 2009, Goose Lake Township 
placed 300 tons of riprap at station 500 to 550 to try to curb slumping. 
 
Per phone conversation with Illinois Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Contract number 9904:  In 
2000, the Illinois DNR diverted 75 feet of a drainage ditch flowing into Mazon River.  The ditch flowed 
west, parallel to Whitetie Road, and was redirected north-northwest.  The new outlet is located 
approximately 100 feet upstream of the Project area. 
 
Per letter written by sponsor Goose Lake Highway Commissioner:  In 1989, Goose Lake Township 
placed roughly 500 feet of riprap from the toe of the bankline to the top of the bank approximately 600 
feet upstream from where the Township placed riprap in 2009. 
 
Potential cumulative impacts should be insignificant.   
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VIII.  SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 

 
A.  Community and Regional Growth.  The preferred alternative would ensure the viability of Whitetie 
Road along the Mazon River in Grundy County, Illinois.  No incremental impact on community or 
regional growth is anticipated. 
 
B.  Community Cohesion.  The Project would have a positive impact on community cohesion, as a 
highly used transportation route would remain intact for commercial, personal, educational, farm vehicle 
and emergency vehicle use.  No public opposition is anticipated. 
 
 C.  Displacement of People.  No residential displacements would be caused by construction of the 
preferred alternative. 
 
D.  Property Values and Tax Revenues.  The Project site and the construction staging areas are on land 
owned by the county/township; no change in property values or tax revenues would occur. 
 
E.  Public Facilities and Services.  Whitetie Road is an essential traffic artery through Grundy County 
with an average daily vehicle count of 250.  Positive impacts on public facilities and services are 
anticipated as a public transportation road would remain open and public emergency and school vehicles 
would maintain access to the transport route.   
 
F.  Life, Health, and Safety.  Positive impacts to life, health and safety concerns are anticipated as safe 
road conditions would be maintained and emergency vehicle road access would continue.  There were no 
hazardous, toxic and radioactive waste (HTRW) concerns associated with this Project site.  
 
G.  Business and Industrial Growth.  A short-term increase in business activity would occur during 
Project construction; however, no long-term impacts to business and industrial growth would result. 
 
H.  Employment and Labor Force.  No direct long-term impacts on employment and labor force in 
Grundy County, Illinois, would be realized from the Project. 
 
I.  Farm Displacement.  The proposed Project would not result in the conversion of any prime, unique, 
or State or locally important farmland to nonagricultural uses.  No farms would be displaced by the 
preferred alternative. 
 
J.  Noise Levels.   A temporary increase in noise levels would occur during Project construction as the 
riprap would be placed from the top of bank instead of from the river.  No permanent long-term impacts 
are evident. 
 
K.  Aesthetics.  Disturbance to some ground vegetation, including some trees and shrubs, would occur so 
the equipment could access the banklines and maneuver to construct and maintain the bank protection.  
The surrounding landscape is predominantly rural and agriculture.  No long-term negative impacts to the 
overall aesthetic resources of the area would result. 
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IX.  COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY STATUTES 
 

A.  Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended.  The proposed action has been coordinated with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the Illinois DNR, and other interested conservation groups.  
Those that have responded to the District’s coordination effort have concluded that the Project would not 
impact any Federal or State endangered or threatened species.  The Project would be in full compliance. 

 
B.  National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended.  The proposed action has been coordinated 
with the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency (IHPA) and Tribes.  The IHPA concurred there would be 
no historic properties affected.  In addition, responses were received from the Peoria Tribe of Indians of 
Oklahoma, the Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma, and the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska.  All of the 
responding tribes expressed an interest in the area, and requested to be contacted if human remains were 
encountered during construction, but had no objection to the construction of the Project. 
 
C.  Federal Water Project Recreation Act.  No increases or decreases in current public recreational 
opportunities would be realized if this Project were implemented. 

 
D.  Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act.  Project plans have been coordinated with the US EPA, the 
USFWS, and the Illinois DNR.  Coordinating agencies can be found in Section XVI.  Coordination 
responses can be found in Appendix A.  The Project would be in full compliance. 

 
E.  Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, as amended.  The Mazon River is classified as an inventory 
river under this Act.  It is the Districts opinion that the remarkable scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and 
wildlife, historic, cultural or other similar values of the Mazon River would not be significantly impacted 
or altered from its current free-flowing condition if this Project were to be implemented.  The 
implementation of the proposed Project should not threaten the Mazon River’s status under this Act.  This 
Project would be in full compliance.  

 
F.  Executive Order 11988 (Flood Plain Management).  Implementation of the preferred alternative 
would avoid, to the extent possible, long- and short-term adverse impacts associated with the occupancy 
and modification of the base floodplain.  The preferred alternative also avoids direct and indirect support 
of development or growth (construction of structures and/or facilities, habitable or otherwise) in the base 
floodplain wherever there is a practicable alternative.  Therefore, the Project, as proposed, is judged to be 
in full compliance. 

 
G.  Executive Order 11990 (Protection of Wetlands).  A jurisdictional wetland determination was 
performed on May 17, 2011.  The Project would not impact jurisdictional wetlands and would be in full 
compliance with this Executive Order (EO).   

 
H.  Clean Water Act (Sections 401 and 404), as amended.  The Mazon River is determined to be a 
Waters of the United States under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  Approximately 400 feet of bank 
stabilization work may be authorized under the Corps’ Nationwide Permit 13, Bank Stabilization.  This 
nationwide permit has been certified, with special conditions, by the Illinois EPA.  The current set of 
nationwide permits will expire March 18, 2012.  Therefore, a Nationwide Permit 13 issued for this Project 
would expire on this date.  If Project work has commenced prior to March 18, 2012, then the permit 
remains valid for one additional year until March 18, 2013.  State Section 401 Water Quality Certification 
has been issued by the Illinois EPA for this regional permit.  
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I.  Clean Air Act, as amended.  No aspect of the proposed Project has been identified that would result in 
violations to air quality standards.  The outdoor atmosphere would not be exposed to 
contaminants/pollutants in such quantities and of such duration as may be or may tend to be injurious to 
human, plant, or property, or which unreasonably interferes with the comfortable enjoyment of life, or 
property, or the conduct of business.  If implemented, this Project would be in full compliance. 

 
J.  Farmland Protection Policy Act of 1981.  The proposed Project would not result in the conversion of 
any prime, unique, or State or locally important farmland to nonagricultural uses. 

 
K.  National Environmental Policy Act of 1970, as amended.  The compilation of the EA and the 
signing of The Finding of No Significant Impact fulfill National Environmental Policy Act compliance.  

 
L.   National Economic Development (NED) Plan.  The NED Plan is the plan which best satisfies the 
Federal planning objectives of increasing the Nation’s output of goods and services and produces the 
most improvement to the national economic efficiency.  The proposed Project would be consistent with 
the NED objective. 

 
M.  Executive Order 13186 (Responsibilities of Federal Agencies to Protect Migratory Birds).  
Implementation of the preferred alternative, to the extent appropriate and practicable, would promote the 
conservation of migratory birds.  This Project is not likely to have a measurable negative impact on 
migratory bird populations.  This Project would be in full compliance. 

 
N.  Executive Order 12898 (Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low-Income Populations).  This EO requires the fair treatment and meaningful 
involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the 
development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.  Fair 
treatment means that no group of people, including a racial, ethnic, or a socioeconomic group should bear 
a disproportionate share of the negative environmental consequences resulting from industrial, municipal, 
and commercial operations or the execution of Federal, State, local, and tribal programs and policies.  
Meaningful involvement means that:  

 potentially affected community residents have an appropriate opportunity to participate in 
decision making about a proposed activity that could affect their environment and/or health;  

 the public’s contribution can influence the regulatory agency’s decision;  

 the concerns of all participants involved will be considered in the decision making process; and  

 the decision makers seek out and facilitate the involvement of those potentially affected.   
 
The District has complied with the provisions of the EO through the coordination and the National 
Environmental Policy Act review process.  No concerns regarding this EO surfaced during this process. 
 
O.  Executive Order 13112 Invasive Species.  This Project does not authorize or carry out any actions 
that are likely to promote invasive species proliferation.  Any subsequent occurrence of any invasive 
species in the Project vicinity should not solely be the result of the implementation of this Project.  This 
Project is in full compliance.   
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X.  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF NON-PREFERRED ALTERNATIVES 
 

A.  No Federal Action.  Without Federal action, erosion of the bankline would continue with the 
potential for damage and/or failure of Whitetie Road. 
 
C.  Bankline Weirs.  No significant environmental impacts would result from implementation of this 
alternative.  This alternative would cost more than the preferred alternative and would not be more 
effective at protecting the bankline adjacent to Whitetie Road. 
 
D.  Vegetative Buffer.  Bioengineering using willow post plantings, cedar trees, etc. would not be 
appropriate for the Project area.  Due to the emergency nature of the Project and the amount of time 
before plantings would become effective for erosion control, this alternative would not be advisable at 
this time.  Potential impacts from implementation of this alternative are difficult to evaluate.  Failure of 
this alternative, if implemented could result in continued bankline erosion and instability of the road 
resulting in road failure. 
 
E.  Gabion Baskets.  No significant environmental impacts would result from implementation of this 
alternative.  This alternative would not be more effective at protecting the bankline adjacent to the 
Whitetie Road. 
   
F.  Road Relocation.  Much land clearing would be required to relocate Whitetie Road, and possibly 
farm and home relocations. 
 
 
XI.  PROBABLE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS WHICH CANNOT BE AVOIDED 

 
Due to the machinery and rock placement required for the Project, there would be a temporary increase in 
noise and a slight decrease in the air and water quality during construction.  In addition, disturbance to 
some ground vegetation, including some trees and shrubs, would occur so the equipment could access the 
banklines and maneuver to construct and maintain the bank protection.   
 
After initial construction is complete, the bank protection must be kept free of woody vegetation growing 
among the rocks.  In addition, rock that may be displaced/damaged as a result of high water events must 
be replaced.  Typically, measures to correct/protect stream embankments require a lane or road to be 
maintained directly adjacent to the rockwork (or other measure) in order to correct any future damage to 
the streambank protection.  However, since the steep side slope of the area between Whitetie Road and 
the Mazon River is so steep, this is not possible.  In the event that future high water events or ice causes 
damage to the rock bank protection, repairing the site would likely be performed from the riverbed as it 
would be during original construction. 
 
 
XII.  RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SHORT-TERM USE AND LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY 
 
The temporary increase in noise and the slight, temporary decrease in air and water quality which would 
occur during construction, are minor, temporary negative environmental impacts associated with a Project 
that would produce major, positive social, economic, and environmental benefits.  The Project would 
protect County Road Whitetie Road, and prevent some minor sediment loading into the Mazon River. 
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XIII.  ANY IRREVERSIBLE OR IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENTS OF RESOURCES IF 
THE PROPOSED ACTION SHOULD BE IMPLEMENTED 

 
The fuel which machinery uses and construction materials such as rock riprap would be irretrievable 
commitments of resources associated with this Project. 
 
Net primary production (plant growth) from the vegetation currently in the impact zone (particularly the 
trees/saplings/grasses) would be lost and would be considered irretrievable.  Loss of net primary 
production from the area of the impact zone that would require periodic clearing/maintenance to keep the 
access corridors open is considered irreversible and irretrievable for the life of the Project. 
 
 
XIV.  RELATIONSHIP OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT TO LAND-USE PLANS 

 
The proposed action is consistent with known land-use plans for this area. 
   
 
XV.  CONCLUSIONS 

 
A review of the proposed action indicates that there would be no significant adverse impacts on the 
environment, with any adverse effects being short-term and/or minor.  The proposed action for bank 
stabilization would provide an environmental benefit by preventing further erosion and degradation of 
water quality in the Mazon River and protect the integrity of the road. 
 
 
XVI.  COORDINATION 

 
A copy of the District’s coordination letters are found in Appendix A.  Coordination for the Project has 
been and will continue to be maintained with the following state and Federal agencies and other interested 
publics: 
 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, Region 5 
National Park Service, Midwest Regional Office 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
Illinois Natural History Survey 
Illinois Department of Agriculture 
Illinois State Historic Preservation Office 
Grundy County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Worth County, Illinois 
Sierra Club, Illinois Chapter 
The Nature Conservancy, Illinois River Project 
Kickapoo of Kansas Tribal Council 
Citizen Band Potawatomi Tribe of Oklahoma 
Winnebago Tribal Council 
Sac & Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa 
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Huron Potawatomi Nation 
Peoria Tribe of Oklahoma 
Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas 
Ho-Chunk Nation 
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
Hannahville Indian Community Council 
Prairie Band Potawatomi Tribal Council 
Kickapoo Tribe of Indians of the Kickapoo Reservation in Kansas 
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska Tribal Council 
Forest County Potawatomi Cultural Center 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 

 
The Illinois Historic Preservation Agency responded by letter dated November 30, 2010.  They state they 
have no objections to the proposed Project, as planned. 
 
The Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma responded by letter dated December 6, 2010 stating they have no 
objections to the proposed Project. 
 
The Winnebago Tribal Preservation Office responded by electronic mail dated December 6, 2010 stating 
they have no objections to the proposed Project proceeding. 
 
The Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma responded by letter dated December 8, 2010.  They have no 
objections to the proposed Project. 
 
The US EPA Region 5 responded by electronic mail dated April 28, 2011.  They recommend a wetland 
analysis for both delineation and wetland quality purposes.  (Wetland delineation showed no wetlands to 
be impacted).  They recommend attaching all consultation records to be attached to the EA as an 
appendix.  (Appendix A contains all relevant correspondence for the early coordination process).  The US 
EPA Region 5 concurs with the District’s purpose and need for this Project. 
 
The Illinois Department of Agriculture responded by letter dated May 10, 2011.   They state the proposed 
Project complies with the Illinois Farmland Preservation Act. 
 
The USFWS responded by letter dated May 19, 2011.  They provided a list of federally-listed species that 
have the potential to occur in Grundy County. 
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DRAFT 

 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

 
 
 
I have reviewed the information in this Environmental Assessment, along with data obtained from Federal 
and State agencies having jurisdiction by law or special expertise, and from the interested public.  I find 
that providing emergency streambank protection along the right descending bank of the Mazon River in 
Grundy County, Illinois to protect a county owned road would not significantly affect the quality of the 
human environment.  Therefore, it is my determination that an Environmental Impact Statement is not 
required.  This determination will be reevaluated if warranted by later developments. 
 
This finding of no significant impact is based on the following factors: 

 
1.  The Project would have only minor and short-term impacts on fish and wildlife resources and on water 
quality. 

 
2.  The proposed Project would prevent further deterioration of the existing banklines and protect the 
sewage treatment plant from damages caused by high water and flooding events that have eroded the banks 
adjacent to Whitetie Roads at the Project site. 

 
3.  No significant adverse social, economic, environmental, or cultural impacts are anticipated as a result of 
the proposed action. 

 
4.  Implementation of the Project, as proposed, would not result in increases in cost or prices for 
consumers, individual industries, Federal, State, or local government agencies, nor would it impair in any 
way, the ability of the United States to compete with foreign-based enterprises in domestic or export 
markets. 

 
 
 

________________________ ___________________________________ 
 

Date Shawn P. McGinley 
 Colonel, US Army 
  Commander & District Engineer 
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UNITED STATES SENATOR DEPUTY SECTOR COMMANDER 
UNITED STATES SENATE US COAST GUARD 
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US ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY - REG 5 DIRECTOR 
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KATHLEEN KOWAL REGIONAL DIRECTOR 
LIFE SCIENTIST US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
US ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY - REG 5 77 W JACKSON BLVD 
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US DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION USDA NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SVC 
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RICHARD NELSON POSTMASTER 
FIELD SUPERVISOR POST OFFICE 
US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 2000 MCDONOUGH ST 
1511 47TH AVE JOLIET IL 60436-9998 
MOLINE IL 61265 

POSTMASTER JEFF BLAZEKOVICH 
POST OFFICE MORRIS LOCKMASTER 
202 E WASHINGTON ST DRESDEN ISLAND LOCK AND DAM 
MORRIS IL 60450-2275 7521 N LOCK RD 
 MORRIS IL 60450-9636 

STEVE KOENIG SUPERVISOR 
LOCKMASTER USCG MSD PEORIA 
BRANDON ROAD LOCK AND DAM FOOT OF WASHINGTON ST 
1100 BRANDON RD EAST PEORIA IL 61611 
JOLIET IL 60436-8538 

SUPERVISOR GEBHARD WOODS STATE PARK 
USCG MSD QUAD CITIES PO BOX 272 
PO BOX 3220 MORRIS IL 60450 
ROCK ISLAND IL  61204 

HONORABLE PAT QUINN JIM MICK 
GOVERNOR OF ILLINOIS RIVERS AND STREAMS PROG MGR 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR IL DEPT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
207 STATE CAPITOL BLDG 700 S 10TH ST 
SPRINGFIELD IL 62706 HAVANA IL 62644 

MATT O'HARA MIKE DIEDRICHSEN 
IL NATURAL HISTORY SURVEY IL DEPT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
704 N SCHRADER AVE PO BOX 590 ONE NATURAL RESOURCES WAY 
HAVANA IL 62644 SPRINGFIELD IL 62702-1271 



 

EA-B-2 

MAZON RVR SEC 14 GRUNDY COUNTY    10L   30 MAR 11 

STEVE CHARD TERRY SAVKO 
IL DEPT OF AGRICULTURE IL DEPT OF AGRICULTURE 
STATE FAIRGROUNDS   PO BOX 19281 STATE FAIRGROUNDS   PO BOX 19281 
SPRINGFIELD IL 62794-9281 SPRINGFIELD IL 62794-9281 

RICH LEWIS BRUCE YURDIN 
IL DEPT OF NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGER 
ONE NATURAL RESOURCES WAY IL ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
SPRINGFIELD IL 62702 1001 N GRAND AVE E 
 SPRINGFIELD IL 62794-9276 

KEITH SHERMAN JOSEPH NYHOFF 
CHIEF-PLANNING & SYSTEMS SECTION SITE SUPERIENTENDENT 
IL DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION IL DEPT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
2300 S DIRKSEN PKWY 5010 N JUGTOWN RD 
SPRINGFIELD IL 62764 MORRIS IL 60450-9628 

BRANCH MANAGER JAMES ALLISON 
IL DEPT OF NATURAL RESOURCES IL ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
PO BOX 52 1021 N GRAND AVE E 
ASTORIA IL 61501-0052 SPRINGFIELD IL 62794-9276 

HONORABLE GARY DAHL HONORABLE CAREEN GORDON 
IL SENATE REPRESENTATIVE DIST 38 IL REPRESENTATIVE DIST  75 
IL STATE SENATOR IL HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
103D CAPITOL BLDG 760 E DIVISION ST 
SPRINGFIELD IL 62706 COAL CITY IL 60416 

HONORABLE CAREEN GORDON LANA PHILLIPS 
IL REPRESENTATIVE DIST  75 COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER 
IL HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES GRUNDY COUNTY 
276-S STRATTON OFC BLDG 1320 UNION ST 
SPRINGFIELD IL 62706 MORRIS IL 60450 

COUNTY ATTORNEY PAUL YOUNGSTRUM 
GRUNDY COUNTY COURT HOUSE DIST CONSERVATIONIST 
MORRIS IL 60450 GRUNDY CO SOIL & WATER CONSRV DIST 
 3585 N STATE ROUTE 47 
 MORRIS IL 60450-8245 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE OF GRUNDY CO BD PAUL NELSON 
1320 UNION ST CHAIRMAN 
MORRIS IL 60450 GRUNDY COUNTY BOARD 
 1320 UNION ST 
 MORRIS IL 60450 

CRAIG CASSEM MAYOR 
COUNTY ENGINEER CITY OF BRACEVILLE 
GRUNDY COUNTY PO BOX 187 
245 N IL RTE 4 BRACEVILLE IL 60407-0187 
MORRIS IL 60450 

BRUCE TROTTER SUPERINTENDENT OF HIGHWAYS 
HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER GRUNDY COUNTY 
GOOSE LAKE TOWNSHIP 310 E DUPONT RD 
525 N GORMAN RD MORRIS IL 60450 
MAZON IL 60444 
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VILLAGE PRESIDENT VILLAGE PRESIDENT 
CITY OF KINSMAN VILLAGE OF GODLEY 
VILLAGE HALL PO BOX 89 
KINSMAN IL 60437-0836 BRACEVILLE IL 60407-0089 

HONORABLE C. RICHARD ELLIS MAYOR 
PRESIDENT CITY OF GARDNER 
CITY HALL 302 N CENTER ST  PO BOX 545 
121 E MCVILLY RD GARDNER IL 60424-0545 
MINOOKA IL 60447-9420 

VILLAGE PRESIDENT VILLAGE PRESIDENT 
CITY OF COAL CITY CITY OF SOUTH WILMINGTON 
515 S BROADWAY ST PO BOX 67 
COAL CITY IL 60416-1503 SOUTH WILMINGTON IL 60474-0067 

VILLAGE PRESIDENT HONORABLE RICHARD KOPCZICK 
CITY OF MAZON MAYOR 
520 DEPOT ST PO BOX 33 CITY OF MORRIS 
MAZON IL 60444-9999 320 WAUPONSEE ST 
  MORRIS IL 60450-2125 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE VILLAGE PRESIDENT 
63 N CHICAGO ST CITY OF CARBON HILL 
JOLIET IL 60434 695 N HOLCOMB ST  PO COAL CITY, IL 
 CARBON HILL IL 60416-9709 

VILLAGE PRESIDENT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
CITY OF VERONA 320 WAUPONSEE ST 
PO BOX 21 MORRIS IL 60450 
VERONA IL 60479-0021 

HONORABLE ARTHUR SCHULTZ VILLAGE PRESIDENT 
MAYOR CITY OF EAST BROOKLYN 
CITY OF JOLIET PO BOX 338 
150 W JEFFERSON ST SOUTH WILMINGTON IL 60474-0338 
JOLIET IL 60432-1148 

CHRIS MANHEIM DIRECTOR 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
GRUNDY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 604 LIBERTY ST 
112 E WASHINGTON ST MORRIS IL 60450 
MORRIS IL 60450 

DIRECTOR KIRSTEN MICKELSEN 
JOLIET PUBLIC LIBRARY DIRECTOR 
150 N OTTAWA ST UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER BASIN ASSOC (UMRBA) 
JOLIET IL 60432 415 HAMM BLDG  408 ST PETER ST 
 ST PAUL MN 55102 

JACK DARIN DOUG BLODGETT 
STATE FIELD REPRESENTATIVE CHAIRMAN/COMMISSIONER 
SIERRA CLUB ILLINOIS CHAPTER IL RVR PROJECT DIR-THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 
70 E LAKE ST STE 1500 11304 N PRAIRIE RD 
CHICAGO IL 50501-7447 LEWISTOWN IL 61542 
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PHYLLIS ELLIN GOOSE LAKE PRAIRIE STAT NATURAL AREA 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 5010 N JUGTOWN RD 
CANAL CORRIDOR ASSOC MORRIS IL 60450 
754 1ST ST 
LA SALLE IL 61301-2536 

IL STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY MORRIS DAILY HERALD 
210 1/2 S 6TH ST STE 200 1804 DIVISION ST 
SPRINGFIELD IL 62701-1503 MORRIS IL 60450-1127 

THE HERALD-NEWS WCSJ RADIO 
300 CATERPILLAR DR 219 W WASHINGTON ST 
JOLIET IL 60436 MORRIS IL 60450 

DR BOB & ALICE HENRY KEITH GIORDANA 
24 GRANDVIEW DR 4275 E WHITETIE RD 
MACOMB IL 61455 MORRIS, IL 60450 
 
 
JOHN LARDI  BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 
4025 E WHITETIE RD  RAINBOW COUNCIL SERVICE CENTER 
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Commander, US Army Engineer Dist, Rock Island 
 Clock Tower Bldg, PO Box 2004, Rock Island, IL  61204-2004 
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CEMVR-PD-E (CARMACK) (5 COPIES) 
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CEMVR-EC-H 
CEMVR-EC-HH (STALEY) 
CEMVR-EC-HQ 
CEMVR-EC-TE (MATTILA) 
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