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Location/Description 
The program area comprises the Upper Mississippi River 
System, as defined by Congress in the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1986 (WRDA 1986), which includes the 
Upper Mississippi River from Minneapolis, Minnesota, to 
Cairo, Illinois; the Illinois Waterway from Chicago to 
Grafton, Illinois; and navigable portions of the Minnesota, 
St. Croix, Black and Kaskaskia Rivers. This multi-use 
resource supports an extensive navigation system (made up of 
1200 miles of 9 foot channel and 37 lock and dam sites), a 
diverse ecosystem (2.7 million acres of habitat supporting 
hundreds of fish and wildlife species), floodplain agriculture, 
recreation and tourism.  Based on the recommendation of the 
recently completed UMR-IWW System Navigation Feasibility 
Study that examined system needs over the next 50 years, the 
Navigation and Ecosystem Sustainability Program (NESP) 
was implemented to achieve the dual purposes of UMRS 
ecosystem restoration and navigation improvements. The Pool 
2 Wingdam Alteration Project is one of 23 initial NESP 
ecological component projects being implemented under this 
new UMRS program.  
 
Problem Statement: 
Approximately 215 channel training structures have 
significantly modified hydraulic conditions, resulting in 
degraded main channel border and secondary channel habitat. 
Notching winged dams is intended to improve aquatic habitat 
by increasing bathymetric, current velocity, and substrate 
diversity, and by increasing flow in secondary channels where 
applicable.  
 

 
 
Current Status 
The project is still in the feasibility phase.  Project 
Implementation Report and Environmental Assessment are 
scheduled to be completed in FY 2007.  Preparing for 
Construction of project in FY08. 
 
The following project features will be considered as a part of this 
project:    
 
• Notching 33 wing and closing dams , resulting in improvement 

of adjacent main and secondary channel habitat. 
• Opening a blocked side channel (river mile 827) and restoring 

1.6 acres of side channel habitat 
 
Authority 
Pending new authority, our current activities supporting UMRS 
navigation and ecosystem improvements are performed under 
authority provided by Section 216 of the Flood Control Act of 
1970 (Public Law 91-611). 
 

 


