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Location/Description

The program area comprises the Upper Mississippi River
System, as defined by Congress in the Water Resources
Development Act of 1986 (WRDA 1986), which includes the
Upper Mississippi River from Minneapolis, Minnesota, to
Cairo, Illinois; the Illinois Waterway from Chicago to
Grafton, Illinois; and navigable portions of the Minnesota,
St. Croix, Black and Kaskaskia Rivers. This multi-use
resource supports an extensive navigation system (made up of
1200 miles of 9 foot channel and 37 lock and dam sites), a
diverse ecosystem (2.7 million acres of habitat supporting
hundreds of fish and wildlife species), floodplain agriculture,
recreation and tourism. Based on the recommendation of the
recently completed UMR-IWW System Navigation Feasibility
Study that examined system needs over the next 50 years, the
Navigation and Ecosystem Sustainability Program (NESP)
was implemented to achieve the dual purposes of UMRS
ecosystem restoration and navigation improvements. The
UMRS Cultural Stewardship Plan is one of 23 initial NESP
ecological component projects being implemented under this
new UMRS program.

The Corps has historic properties management responsibilities
on the UMR and IWW as mandated by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 as amended (NHPA). An effective
stewardship plan must allow for the ongoing presence and
operation of the 9 foot navigation channel projects on the
UMR and IWW and provide for the effective identification,
evaluation, and management of cultural resources, now and
into the foreseeable future. The objectives of the cultural
stewardship team are to: improve the cultural resources
component of project planning; protect significant cultural
resources prone to impacts from project activities; contribute
to the knowledge base of archeological research within the
project areas; and promote public awareness of the prehistory
and early history of the W project areas.

Problem Statement

Most of the federal construction associated with the UMR and
IWW projects preceded implementation of the NHPA and
consequently resulted in impacts to archeological sites with
little or no review or documentation. To date, only a small

fraction of the UMRS floodplain has been evaluated yet well
over 7,000 archeological sites have been recorded. The
potential for additional undocumented sites across the NESP
study area is high, although it varies considerably according to
the geomorphology of the location, as well as to the past,
present, and future impacts at that location from potential
NESP activities and/or the operations and maintenance of the
UMR and IWW projects.

A Project Management Plan (PMP) has been developed that
identifies an ambitious schedule that includes monitoring and
evaluation of known archeological sites, surveys, data
recovery plan development, protection measures for
significant sites, and digital data development.

Current Status

e Initiated monitoring of 20 archeological sites in
MVP that established survey baseline data and
developed a priority for near-term testing and mitigation.

e Completed archeological testing contracts in MVR
that recommended NRHP eligibility determinations,
developed data recovery plans, and prioritized sites by
protection and/or mitigation measures.

e Completed archeological site and survey GIS data
development for all Missouri counties on the Mississippi
River in MVS District.

e Completed geomorphological GIS data development
for the Mississippi River floodplain (RM260-125) in the
MVS District. This data will prove critical in assessing
potential impacts to archeological sites MVS and in
promoting UMR/IWW systemic analyses.

e Completed Phase Il testing of 3 sites in MVP District
and preparing Project Implementation Report (PIR) for
protection measures.

e  Near completion of PIR for protection measures at
two sites in MVR District

Authority

Pending new authority, our current activities supporting UMRS
navigation and ecosystem improvements are performed under
authority provided by Section 216 of the Flood Control Act of
1970 (Public Law 91-611).

For additional Program information please visit our website:

http://www2.mvr.usace.army.mil/NESP/
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