
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
February 19-22, 2008 

St. Louis, Missouri 
 

 
Tuesday, February 19 

• UMRBA Board Planning Meeting 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, February 20 
• UMRBA Board Members’ Breakfast 7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 
• UMRBA Quarterly Meeting 9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
• EMP Partner Pre-Meetings 

Corps of Engineers 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Department of the Interior 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
State EMP-CC Members 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

 
Thursday, February 21 

• EMP Coordinating Committee Meeting 8:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 
• Joint Session of the EMP Coordinating Committee and 1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

the Navigation Environmental Coordination Committee 
 

Friday, February 22 
• ECC/NECC Meeting  8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
LOCATION: Sheraton Westport Plaza 

 900 Westport Plaza Drive 
 St. Louis, Missouri  63146 

 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS:  A block of rooms has been reserved at the Sheraton Westport Plaza 
for those who require overnight accommodations.  The government rate for a single room is $106 plus 
tax.  You can make your reservation online at http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/umrba8. 
Or you can call the hotel at 314-434-5010, ask for the Plaza, and refer to the Upper Mississippi 
River Basin Association when making your reservations.  The cut-off date is Tuesday, January 29. 
 
AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION and PARKING:  The Sheraton Westport Plaza provides 
complimentary transportation to and from the St. Louis airport.  The shuttle comes automatically every 
30 minutes starting at 7:00 a.m. and running until 10:30 p.m.  For those who drive, there is free 
parking at the hotel.  In addition, parking is available in the Pavilion garage, which is adjacent to the 
Westport Plaza.  You will need to get your ticket validated at the hotel’s front desk. 
 
QUESTIONS:  Contact the UMRBA office at 651-224-2880 or visit the UMRBA web site at 
www.umrba.org.  

Upper Mississippi River Basin Association (UMRBA) 

Environmental Management Program Coordinating Committee (EMP-CC) 

Navigation Environmental Coordination Committee (NECC) and 
Economics Coordinating Committee (ECC) 

http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/umrba8
www.umrba.org


105th Quarterly Meeting 
27th Annual Meeting 

 

Sheraton Westsport Plaza Hotel 
St. Louis, Missouri 

 
 

Upper Mississippi River Basin Association 
February 20, 2008 

PRELIMINARY AGENDA 
 

 

9:30 a.m.  Call to Order and Introductions  
    

9:35  Approval of Minutes of November 13, 2007 Meeting  
    

9:40  Executive Director’s Report Holly Stoerker, UMRBA 
    

9:50  Interbasin Diversion Consultation All UMRBA Board Members 
    

10:00  Navigation and Ecosystem Sustainability Program (NESP)  
   Economic Reevaluation/Interim Report Chuck Spitzack, USACE 
  − Current status  
  − UMRBA comments (Discussion)  
   FY 08 and FY 09 Budgets and Work Plans Chuck Spitzack, USACE 
   WRDA Implementation Guidance – Status and Issues Chuck Spitzack and 

Rich Worthington, USACE 
   UMRBA’s NESP-EMP Integration Vision  
  − Corps response Chuck Spitzack and 

Rich Worthington, USACE 
  − UMRBA plans for promoting Holly Stoerker, UMRBA 
   Institutional Arrangements Chuck Spitzack, USACE 
  − River Council vs. EMP-CC/NECC Consolidation  
  − UMRBA staff support  
    

11:15  Water Quality Issues  
   Update from WQTF and WQEC Dave Hokanson, UMRBA 
  − Designated Uses Work  
  − Coordination with EPA Regions 5 and 7  
   McKnight Water Quality Collaborative Representative of Collaborative 

TBD 
12:00 noon  Lunch  
    

1:00  FY 09 Federal Budget Highlights  
   U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Terry Smith, USACE 
   U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Bill Franz, USEPA 
   U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Charlie Wooley, USFWS 
   U.S. Geological Survey Linda Leake, USGS 
   Natural Resources Conservation Service Mike Sullivan, NRCS 
    

2:00  Middle Mississippi Partnership Steve Black, Southwestern IL 
RC&D and/or Brian Johnson, 
USACE 

    

2:30  Administrative Issues  
   Personnel Matters  
   Election of Officers  
    

3:00 p.m.  Adjourn  
 



Quarterly Meeting 
 

Sheraton Westport Plaza 
St. Louis, Missouri 

 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

February 20-21, 2008 

PRELIMINARY AGENDA 
 
 
 

Wednesday, February 20 Partner Pre-Meetings 
 
 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. Corps of Engineers 
 

 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. Department of the Interior 
 

 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. States 
 
 
Thursday, February 21 EMP Coordinating Committee 
 
8:00 a.m.  Welcome and Introductions Charles Barton, USACE 
    
8:05  Approval of Minutes of November 15, 2007 Meeting  
    
8:10  Program Management  
   FY 08 Work Plan Overview Marv Hubbell, USACE 
  - Allocations  
  - Program-level items  
   President’s FY 09 Request  
   EMP Management  
  - Philosophy  
  - Time horizon  
   Public Involvement/Outreach All 
    
8:45  Habitat Rehabilitation and Enhancement Projects  
   FY 08 Work Plan Marv Hubbell, USACE 
  - Planning and construction priorities  
  - Impacts of omnibus report language  
   HREP Bio-Response Monitoring Report TBD 
  - Projects monitored  
  - Major findings  
   HREP Showcase Brian Markert, USACE 
    
9:45  Break  
 

(Continued) 



 
 
EMP Coordinating Committee  (Continued) 
 
 
10:00 a.m.  Long Term Resource Monitoring Program  
   FY 08 Proposed Scope of Work Linda Leake, USGS 
  - Minimum Sustainable Program (MSP)  
  - Science Additional Program Elements (APEs)  
  - Administrative APEs — includes EMP-CC action  
   Key Findings/Products from Q1 of FY 08  
   Information Access  
  - Options for balancing timeliness with journal 

publication 
 

  - Cost estimate for consolidated record of LTRMP 
research 

 

   A-Team Report Janet Sternburg, MDC 
   Strategic Planning Update Marv Hubbell, USACE 
    
11:15  EMP/NESP Integration Issues  
   Institutional Arrangements Chuck Spitzack, USACE 
   Report to Congress  
    
12:00 noon  Other Business  
   Future Meetings  
    
12:15 p.m.  Adjourn   
 



Sheraton Westport Plaza 
St. Louis, Missouri 

 
 

JOINT SESSION OF THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

AND THE 
NAVIGATION ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATION COMMITTEE 

February 21, 2008 

PRELIMINARY AGENDA 
 
 
1:30 p.m.  Welcome and Introductions 

 Purpose of Joint Session 
Charles Barton and Ken Barr, 
USACE, and Charlie Wooley 
and Rick Nelson, USFWS 

    
1:40  Recommendations from the January 9-10, 2008 

Ecosystem Objectives Workshop 
 

   Overview and Context 
 Review of Four Items for Potential Endorsement 

Ken Barr and Marv Hubbell, 
USACE 

  - Use of 5 system goals (Galat et al., 2007)  
  - Use of geomorphic reaches and attendant lateral 

areas in objective setting 
 

  - Attention to process, function, structure, and 
composition in objective setting 

 

  - Recognition of 2 program goals – i.e., learning 
and human use 

 

   Discussion All 
   Action by EMP-CC Charles Barton, USACE 
   Action by NECC Ken Barr, USACE 
    
2:30  Break  
    
2:40  Steps to Successful Reach Workshops  
   Potential Tools and Workshop Preparations Ken Barr, USACE 
   Management of Workshop Process and Outputs  
   Role of the Science Panel’s 43 Ecosystem 

Objectives 
 

   Discussion All 
    
3:50  Closing Comments Charles Barton and Ken Barr, 

USACE 
    
4:00 p.m.  Adjourn  
 



UMR-IWW System Navigation Study  
Combined NECC/ECC Meeting 

Draft Agenda 
February 22, 2008 8:00am-3:00pm 

Sheraton Westport Plaza Hotel, 900 Westport Plaza Drive 
St. Louis, Missouri 63146, Phone:  314-434-5010 

 
 

8:00 Introductions and Approve 14 Nov 07 Minutes            Barr 
 
8:15 Ecosystem Objective Workshop              Barr    

(Read Aheads: Barko draft 5 steps, 5 System Goals) 
 
9:00 FY 08 Work Plan                           Spitzack/ Barr 

(Read Ahead: FY 08 Workplan) 
 
9:30 Break 
 
9:45 Report to Congress in 2009                         Spitzack 

(Read Ahead: draft statement of work for report) 
 
10:30 Navigation Economic Re-Evaluation Report- Status              Spitzack 

The final draft of the interim report is on the NESP website. 
(http://www2.mvr.usace.army.mil/UMRS/NESP/Projects/NESPProjects/default.cfm?cat=
np&sec=documents&tid=3)  

 
10:45 Approach to public involvement and outreach             Spitzack/Bluhm 

 
11:30  Lunch 
 
12:30 Washington Update                         Worthington 

Implementation Guidance 
Other 

 
1:00 Implementation Strategies (Navigation and Ecosystem)    Barr/ Stamper  
 1st Increment Plan 
 
1:30 Project challenges: mussel update             Barr/Duyvejonck 
 
1:45  Break 
 
2:00 Institutional Arrangements                     Spitzack/ Soileau 
 
2:30 Partner Comments             Barr  
 Conference Call Schedule 
 
3:00  Adjourn   

http://www2.mvr.usace.army.mil/UMRS/NESP/Projects/NESPProjects/default.cfm?cat=np&sec=documents&tid=3

