[llinois Department of
Naturﬂl_ esources Rod A. Blagojevich, Governor

One MNatural Resources Way - Springfield, llinois 62702-1271 Joel Brunsvaold, Director
‘ hitp:/idn state.il.us

July 3, 2003

Mr. Kenneth A. Barr, Chief

Economic and Environmental Analysis Branch

Rock Island District, Corps of Engineers

Clock Tower Building, P.O. Box 2004

Rock Island, Mlinois 61204-2004 Attn: Gail Clingerman

Dear Mr. Barr:

Reference is made to your letter of June 3, 2003 concerning the need for a sediment trap and pilot channel
to be dredged out of a 7.2-acre portion of the Illinois River to capture sediment discharged by the Sangamon
River. The proposed dredging will take place at [llinois River mile B8.9, left bank, in Sections 10 and 11,
Township 18 North, Range |2 West, at Beardstown, Cass County, [llinois.

As was noted in the Department’s February 1, 2002 letter conceming an earlier iteration of this project, the
llinois Matural Heritage Database contains no records of threatened/endangered species or natural areas in
close proximity to any of the identified work sites. In view of the large quantities of bed load sand delivered
by the Sangamon River at the dredging site, we do not anticipate that any abundant mussel populations or
other sensitive aguatic resources are present.

The JTune 3 letter indicates that approximately 1/4 acre of wetland will be impacted by construction of the
pilot channel, and that this will be mitigated through the preservation of 2 acres of existing wetland within
the City of Beardstown. We would appreciate knowing if the selected mitigation site is final, or if the
reviewing agencies will be given the opportunity to recommend alternate sites.

We look forward 1o reviewing the Enviranmental Assessment, and te coordinating further with your involved
staff. Please contact me at 217-785-4863 if the Department can be of assistance.

Sincerely,
—
Robert W. Schanzle
Permit Program Manager
Office of Realty and Environmental Planning
RWS:rs

cc: [DNRJ/ORC (Stephenson, Kelley), IDNR/OWR. (Kennedy). [EPA (Yurdin), IDOA (Savko),
USFWS (Clevensting), USEF A (Fenedick)
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Rock Island Field Office
4469 48® Avenue Court
Rock [sland, Illinois 61201
Phone: (309) 793-5800 Fax: (309) 793-3804

M REFLY REFER
T

FWS/RIFO

July 22, 2003

U.5. Army Corps of Engineers

Rock Island District
ATTN: PM-A (Gail Clingerman)
Clock Tower Building, P.O. Box 2004
Rock Island, Illinois 61204-2004

Dear Ms, Clingerman:

This letter responds to the coordination request letter for the sediment trap and pilot channel to
be dredged out of an approximate 7.2 acre area of the [llinois Waterway near Beardstown in La
Grange Pool, Cass County, Illinois, which was received in our office on June 6, 2003,

To facilitate compliance with Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended,
Federal agencies are required to obtain from the Fish and Wildlife Service information
concerning any species, listed or proposed to be listed, which may be present in the area of a
proposed action. Therefore, we are furnishing you the following list of species which may be
present in the concerned area:

Classification Common Name (Scientific Name) Habitat

Threatened Bald eagle Wintering and breeding
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus)

Endangered Indiana bat Caves, mines (hibernacula);
(Myoris sodalis) small streamn corridors with

well developed riparian
woods; upland forests
(foraging)

The threatened bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) is listed as wintering and breeding in this
section of the Illinois Waterway. During the winter, this species feeds on fish in the open water
areas created by dam tailwaters, the warm water effluents of power plants and municipal and
industrial discharges, or in power plant cooling ponds. The more severe the winter, the greater
the ice coverage and the more concentrated the eagles become. They roost at night in groups in
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Gail Clingerman 2

large trees adjacent to the river in areas that are protected from the harsh winter elements. They
perch in large shoreline trees to rest or feed on fish. There is no critical habitat designated for
this species. The eagle may not be harassed, harmed, or disturbed when present nor may nest
trees be cleared.

The endangered Indiana bat (Myaotis sodalis) is listed as potentially occurring throughout the
state. During the summer, the Indiana bat frequents the corridors of small streams with well
developed riparian woods as well as mature upland forests. It forages for insects along the
stream corridor, within the canopy of floodplain and upland forests, over clearings with early
successional vegetation (old fields), along the borders of croplands, along wooded fencerows,
and over farm ponds and in pastures. It has been shown that the foraging range for the bats
varies by season, age, and sex and ranges up to 81 acres (33ha). It roosts and rears its young
veneath the loose bark of large dead or dying trees. It winters in caves and abandoned mines.

An Indiana bat maternity colony typically consists of a primary roost tree and several alternate
roost trees. The use of a particular tree appears to be influenced by weather conditions
(temperature and precipitation). For example, dead trees found in more open situations were
utilized more often during cooler or drier days while interior live and dead trees were selected
during periods of high temperature and/or precipitation. It has been shown that pregnant and
neonatal bats do not thermoregulate well and the selection of the roost tree with the appropriate
microclimate may be a matter of their survival. The primary roost tree, however, appears to
be utilized on all days and during all weather conditions by at least some bats. Indiana bats
tend 1o be philopatric, i.e., they return to the same roosting area year after year.

Suitable summer habitat in [llinois is considered to have the following characteristics within a
Y2 mile radius of the project site:

1)  forest cover of 15% or greater;

2)  permanent water;

3) one or more of the following tree species 9 inches diameter at breast height (dbh) or
greater: shagbark and shellbark hickory that may be dead or alive, and dead bitternut
hickory, American eim, slippery eim, easiern couonwood, silver maple, winte oak, red
oak, post oak, and shingle vak with slabs or plates of loose bark;

4)  at least 1 potential roost tree per 2.5 acres;

5)  potential roost trees must have greater than 10% coverage of loose bark (by visual
estimation of peeling bark on trunks and main limbs).

If the project site contains any habitat that fits the above description, it may be necessary to

conduct a survey to determine whether the bat is present. If Indiana bats are known to be
present, they must not be harmed, harassed, or disturbed when present.
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Gail Clingerman 3

This letter provides comment under the authority of and in accordance with provisions of the
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended: 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.) and the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. Questions regarding this letter or our availability

for review of the mitigation plan and/or the environmental assessment may be directed to Mr.
Kraig McPeek at (309) 793-5800, ext. 210,

Sincerely,
~ [ 1,00
'K‘Ct{;{f
by, f
: '_-_ff.ichard‘-é‘. Nelson
JUpErvisor

\

GivOffbce UserstKraig\ DMMP Coordination’Beardsiown coordination (Gail Clingerman). doc
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W.L Reherison & Sons, Inc.

e
11728 Roul= 125 # Beardstown, Il 62618
Phone 217-323-1462 # Fax 217-323-1456

10403

Mr. Frank Monfeli

et Maraget

[1.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Cleck Tower BLDG

1" ), Box 2004

Rock Island, 1, 61204

Mr. Monfeli-
Regarding the old Beardstown Hospital con |, lex, currently Heritage Manor.

I worked on the site developement. for the hospital, in the early 1970°s. My memory, of the
project, is that material was borrowed from both sides of the existng access road in order to rajse
the road.

If you have any questions, concerning this, please contact me.

Sincerely T am,

IS lirtodsons

Rill Robertson
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ROCK ISLAND DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS
CLOCK TOWER BUILDING - P.O. BOX 2004
ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS §1204-2004

B iy To Sq}lembcl‘ 10, 2003

ATTENTIOMN OF

Planning, Programs, and
Project Management Division

SEE DISTRIBUTION LIST

The Rock Island District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) sent you a letter,
dated June 3, 2003, to inform you of the need for a new sediment trap at the mouth of the
Sangamon River near Beardstown, Illinois, and to ask for your comments. The letter described a
compensatory mitigation proposal to preserve approximately 2 acres of existing wetlands within
the City of Beardstown to compensate for approximately % acre of wetland impacts associated
with the dredging of a pilot channel to move dredged material from the sediment trap to the
proposed placement site. The Corps has since determined that up to } acre of wetlands will be
impacted through construction of the pilot channel, and alternate compensatory mitigation sites
have been identified.

The enclosed map identifies three mitigation alternatives. Please note that the map is
preliminary and does not show the specific limits of the proposed mitigation alternatives.
Instead, it shows the general area in which the mitigation site would be built. The entire area
outlined by the map would not be used for mitigation. Approximately ' acre of wetlands would
be created at Mitigation Sites 2 or 3 within the larger areas outlined on the map. Mitigation Site
1 is the preservation site previously coordinated. This land is no longer available. Mitigation
Site 2 is located southeast of the intersection of St. Luke Drive and Roulevard Road in
Beardstown and involves construction of an approximate Y:-acre shallow open water area within
an isolated wetland currently dominated by Reed Canary Grass, an invasive species that provides
minimal wildlife habitat. The open water area is expected to increase diversity of the wetland
and attract wading birds, waterfowl, and amphibians. This is the preferred alternative.

Mitigation Site 3 is located adjacent to the District’s approved Beardstown Dredge Cut
Dredged Material Management Plan (DMMP) placement Site 1, which has had a series of frog
ponds constructed adjacent to it to provide habitat for the State-threatened [llinois Chorus Frog.
The mitigation plan for Mitigation Site 3 would be to create similar frog ponds adjacent to those
already created in order to provide additional Illinois Chorus Frog habitat, as well as habitat for
other wetland species. This alternative would be further evaluated if Mitigation Site 2 becomes
infeasible.
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The Rock Island District plans to prepare an Environmental Assessment for the sediment
trap proposal. This Environmental Assessment will include a description of the compensatory
mitigation proposed to compensate for the unavoidable wetland impacts associated with the
access channel to carry the dredged material to the proposed placement site. At this time
we would like to identify any existing significant resources or other social or environmental
concerns associated with Mitigation Sites 2 and 3. Please inform us of any reports, studies,
or other research concemning environmental resources in the project vicinity that may be of use
in analyzing potential impacts of the project.

Since this coordination letter is referring only to the mitigation alternatives, and comes
after the initial coordination letter of June 3, 2003, already provided, a shorter response time is
requested,

Please return your comments within 10 days of receipt of this letter. Address your
comments, concerns, or questions to Ms. Gail Clingerman of our Economic and Environmental
Analysis Branch, telephone 309/794-5791. Written comments may be sent by facsimile at
309/794-5157.

Sincerely,
ORIGIMAL SIGNED BY

DoferE A. BortHAW

- Kenneth A. Barr
Chief, Economic and Environmental
Analysis Branch

Enclosure
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DISTRIBUTION LIST

Carla Savage
018 Grand Avenue
Beardstown, Illinois 62618

Ken Capps

Beardstown Sanitary District
1016 West 6th Street
Beardstown, llinois 62618

Robert Schanzle

[llinois Department of Natural Resources

Division of Natural Resource Review
and Coordination

One Natural Resources Way

Springfield, Mlinois 62702-1271

Dennis Kennedy

[llinois Department of Natural Resources
Office of Water Resources

One Natural Resources Way

Springfield, Minois 62702-1271

Jim Mick

Minogis Department of Natural Resources
700 South Tenth Street

Havana, llinois 62644

Thomas McSwiggin

Manager, Permit Section

Division of Water Pollution Control
Nlinois Environmental Protection Agency
1021 North Grand Avenue East
Springfield, linois 62706

Mayor Bob Walters
City of Beardstown
101 West 3rd Street
Beardstown, [llinois 62618

Jim Twyford

Hutchinson Engineering
1801 West Lafayette Avenue
Jacksonville, [linois 626350

Mark Pegg

Nlinois Department of Matural Resources
Natural History Survey

704 North Schrader Avenue

Havana, Nllinois 62644

Bruce Yurdin

Nlinois Environmental Protection Agency
1021 North Grand Avenue East
Springfield, Nlinois 62894

Steve Franks

llinois Department of Agriculture
Bureau of Land and Water Resources
llinois State Fairgrounds

P.O. Box 19281

Springfield, Mlinois 62794-9281

Bob Clevenstine

11.8. Fish and Wildlife Service
4469 — 48th Avenue Court
Rock Island, llinois 61201

Al Fenedick

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 3

77 West Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, Illinois 60604-3590

Bob Dalton

Mlinois Department of Natural Resources
Office of Water Resources

One Natural Resources Way

Springfield, Mlinois 62702-1271

Logsdon Tug Service
400 1/2 West Main Street
Beardstown, Illinois 62618

Cass County Health Department
331 South Main Street
Virginia, [llinois 62691



DISTRIBUTION LIST (Continued)

Beardstown Clinic I
8460 St. Luke Drive
Beardstown, Nllinois 62618

Heritage Manor
8306 St. Luke Drive
Beardstown, [linois 62618

Evergreen Place
8570 5t. Luke Drive
Beardstown, Nlinois 62618

Kim Logsdon
400 ¥z West Main Street
Beardstown, [llinois 62618

Mike Blake

Heritage Enterprises

115 West Jefferson, Suite 401
P.O. Box 3188

Bloomington, Illinois 61702-3188
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