DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ROCK ISLAND DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS
CLOCK TOWER BUILDING - P.O. BOX 2004
ROCHK ISLAND, ILLINOIS 61204-2004

PFaeriy 10 June 18, 2003

ATTENTION OF

Planning, Programs, and
Project Management Division (11.2.240a)

Ms. Anne Haaker

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
[llinois Historic Preservation Agency

1 Old State Capitol Plaza

Springfield, Illinois 62701-1507

Dear Ms. Haaker:

The Rock Island District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) has identified the
need for a new sediment trap to be dredged out of an approximate 5.1-acre area of the Ilinois
Waterway near Beardstown in the La Grange Pool, Cass County, Illinois. The Beardstown
Sediment Trap is located at approximate River Mile (RM) 88.9. Approximately 100,000 cubic
yards of sediment would be dredged to a 7-foot depth to create the sediment trap, which includes
dredging for pilot channel access, dredged matenal placement, and wetland preservation
(see Enclosure 1). The purpose of this project is to capture sediment from the mouth of the
Sangamon River prior to its confluence with the [llinois Waterway. This action is proposed
in order to reduce the amount of future dredging needed at the downstream chronic dredge cuts
of Grape Island and Beardstown.

The sediment trap would be located at approximate River Mile (RM) 88.9, left bank, at
the mouth of the Sangamon River. An additional 7,000 cubic vards of sediment would be
mechanically dredged to create a pilot channel from the navigation channel of the Illinois
Waterway to the Beardstown marina entrance to provide access 1o the placement =ite within
the Beardstown marina. The pilot channel would be approximately 40 feet wide, 6 feet deep,
and 800 feet long.

If the pilot channel were dredged during low water, the excavated material would be
temporarily placed within the Sangamon River delta until being hydraulically dredged and piped
to the Beardstown marina placement site. If the pilot channel were dredged during high water,
the excavated material would be placed along the existing slopes of the placement site. After
the pilot channel has been excavated, the sediment trap would be hydraulically dredged and the
material piped to the Beardstown marina placement site. The placement site is located at the left
descending bank of the [llinois Waterway at approximate RM 89.0. The approximate 450-foot
x 600-foot placement site is currently owned by the City of Beardstown as an open water area
within the Beardstown marina.
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A permanent containment berm would be constructed to hold the dredged material as it
dewaters. The berm may be up to 20 feet in height, with 3:1 slopes and a 10-foot top width.
Sandy material from the hydraulic dredging operations would be used to construct the contain-
ment berm. If inadequate sandy material were obtained from the dredging of the sediment trap
to raise the containment berm to the proposed height, the remainder of the containment berm
would be constructed from sandy material borrowed from the Beardstown Dredge Cut Dredged
Material Management Plan (DMMP), placement Site 1. The placement site would be bordered
by the containment berm to the northwest, the existing levee to the southwest and southeast, and
the marina peninsula to the northeast.

Since it has been determined the dredging of the pilot channel will affect approximately
.25 acre of mud flats and wetlands, the City of Beardstown will preserve two acres of wetlands
as compensatory mitigation for the Corps’ Rock Island District under a permanent conservation
easement. This .25 acre of the existing City of Beardstown wetlands mitigation plan and
Environmental Assessment for the project will be completed and provided to those as shown
on the consulting parties list.

The Corps conducted an archival search for historic properties following the Policy and
Procedures for the Conduct of Underwater Historic Resource Surveys for Maintenance
Dredging and Corps Activities (DGL-89-01, March 1989). The Corps gueried the most
updated Illinois Geographic Information Systems (GIS) site file database and reviewed the
reports entitled An Investigation of the Submerged Historic Propertics in the Upper Mississi
River and Illinois Waterway, dated October 1997 (Contract Number DACW25-93-D-0-012,
Order No. 27) and The Historic Properties Management Plan for the [llinois Waterway System,
Rock Island District, Corps of Engineers, Volumes I and II, dated February 1999 (Contract
Number DACW25-93-D-0014, Order No. 0021) for historic properties potentially affected by
this project. No historic properties were documented within either of the dredge sediment trap
or cut and the proposed dredged material placements.

The proposed dredging within the [llinois River Valley was documented as open water
on the enclosed Map of the [llinois and Des Plaines Rivers, Sheet No. 20, by J.W. Woerman,
1902-1904 (Enclosure 2). The area proposed for dredging s documented n the Landform
Sediment Assemblage (LSA) Units in the [llinois River Vabley and the Lower Des Plaines River
Valley, Volume I, dated May 2000, and Volume II, dated June 2000 {Contract No. DACW25-
93-D-0014, Delivery Order No. 0025), as a Tvpe E floodplain deposit (Enclosure 3, pages 30,
31). The pilot channel acees= is includes a landform sediment assemblage identified s a swale
floodplain deposit (report page 30) type B. On page 31 the report states: “There is no potential
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for cultural deposits within the swale fills of this landform...” The Beardstown marina dredged
material placement is a made structure and has been previously dredged and disturbed. The
Beardstown DMMP Site 1 is a historic placement, previously coordinated with the Illinois
Historic Preservation Agency as containing no historic properties (Enclosure 4, [HPA

LOG #96020505001PCS). These recent disturbances by natural sedimentation and made
construction result in the Corps finding of Ne Historic Properties Affected, as defined in

36 CFR Part 800.3(a)}(1) for the Beardstown Sediment Trap project, as proposed.

Although the Corps assures that no significant historic properties will be affected by the
historic dredge cut and proposed dredged material placement and access; if any undocumented
historic properties are identified or encountered during the undertaking, the Corps will discon-
tinue all dredging and dredged placements and resume coordination with the Illinois Historic
Preservation Agency to identify the significance of the historic property and determine potential
effects under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and 36 CFR Part
800,

If human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony are
encountered or collected, the Corps will comply with all provisions outlined in the appropriate
state acts, statutes, guidance, provisions, etc., and any decisions regarding the treatment of
human remains will be made recognizing the rights of lineal descendants, Tribes, and other
Native American Indians and under consultation with the State and Tribal Historic Preservation
Officers and the other consulting parties, designated Tribal Coordinator, and/or other appropriate
legal authority for future and expedient disposition or curation. When finds of human remains,
funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony are encountered or collected
from Federal lands or federally recognized tribal lands, the Corps will coordinate with the
appropriate federally recognized Native American Tribes, pursuant to the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990 (25 U.8.C. § 3001 et seg.) and its implementing
regulations (43 CFR Part 10).

The Corps requests comment or concurrence, within 30 days of receipt of this letter, with
our determination that No Historic Properties are affected by the dredging, dredged material
placement, 2-acre conservation easement for wetland preservation, or any ancillary actions
associated with the implementation of the Beardstown Sediment Trap project, or we will assume
that your agency has reviewed this information on the Beardstown Sediment Trap dredge cut and
dredged material placement, and concur without comment.
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If you have questions concerning the Beardstown Sediment Trap dredge cut and dredged
material placement, please call Mr. Ron Deiss of our Economic and Environmental Analysis
Branch, telephone 309/794-5185, or write to our address above, ATTN: Planning, Programs,
and Project Management Division (Ron Deiss).

Sincerely,
{ ORIGINAL SIGNED BY
MARK A.Cok Vi3l
Kenneth A. Barr
Chief, Economic and Environmental
Analysis Branch
Enclosures
Copy Furnished:
Honorable Bob Walters
Mayor of Beardstown

101 West 3rd Street
Beardstown, [llinois 62618 (with/enclosures)

Consulting Parties (see list) (with enclosures)
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CONSULTING PARTIES LIST
Cass County, [llinois

Carla Savage

918 Grand Avenue
Beardstown, [llinois 62618

Ken Capps

Beardstown Sanitary District
1016 West 6th Street
Beardstown, Illinois 62618

Robert Schanzle

[llinois Department of Natural Resources

Division of Natural Resource Review
and Coordination

524 South Second Street

Springfield, Illinois 62701-1787

Todd Koel

[llinois Department of Natural Resources
Matural History Survey

704 North Schrader Avenue

Havana, lllinois 62644

Bruce Yurdin

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
1021 North Grand Avenue East
Springfield, lllinois 62894
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Jim Hartwig

[llinois Department of Agriculture
Bureau of Land and Water Resources
[llinois State Fairgrounds

P.O. Box 19281

Springfield, Illinois 62794-9281

Mr. David J. Grignon

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin
P.O. Box 910

Keshena, Wisconsin  54135-0910

Ms. Lisa A. Kraft

Cultural Resources Management Consultant
Citizen Potawatomi Nation

1601 South Gordon Cooper Drive
Shawnee, Oklahoma 74801

Mr. Lawrence F. Snake

President

Delaware Tribe of Western Oklahoma
P.O. Box 825

Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005

Mr. David M. Scholes, MLA.

NAGPRA Director

Delaware NAGPRA & Historic Preservation
P.O. Box 825

Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005



£00Z AR 62 PAINPOIY dew
sajfuripeng ojoydouing (enBig #e6L

._ oL 059 0 059
des] juaunpag umojspieag
|ood abueiD e mmi

Enxjobe

,m..‘

Lo D

P KPAYe "
[Fadeygpoll
| w:. :.__ﬁ:

EA-A-18




