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1 agmee with the Dec. 6
tter, “Camp concerns
© going unheeded.”

The1Army Corps of
1gineers is the manager
 gruardian of the
wallville Reservoir's
iwral resources. If they
cide to lease a pristine
sestled area next year to
velopers, inevitably this
ectous green space will
ot e a restricted zone
d ¢lesecrated by cutting
Wwn trees, concrete slabs,
Id ings, sewer systems,
tbeige and

nsportation pollution,
well as putting a strain
ptiblic safety, law
gts_cement and the

2 Johnson County
miof rs is
wtied tothe site for
8e reasons.

t 18 called a camp now.
diange it into what is
posed would make it a
rround resxt with
wdreds of people

1ing and going all the
e.

his is not progress, not
he best interests of the
ironment and not
sabletoa l

rity of we the people.

ase do not lease this
land, lest it become
1clave that would bar
is to those people who
ally have enjoyed its
idor for five decades
2 under the care of
Jorps.

- not let the minority
on this issue.

Ken Krizan
Coralville

l
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Coralville Lake
neighbors continue
to oppose the idea

Assoclated Press

and The Gazette
NORTH LIBERTY — Orga-
nizers of the proposed 106-acre
site Muslim Youth Camps of
America camp near Coralville
Lake north of here said they

still are moving forward with.

their plans.

That despite opposition fran
neighbors who say the camp
would threaten the environ-
ment, their rural lifestyle and
— a few say — the nation’s
security.

“We are actually just trying
to move forward our case
and project,” said Manzoor Ali,
chairman of the board of direc-
tors Muslim Youth Camps of
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America, a non-profit organiza.
tion he likened to the YMCA
“We think that we are justified
in what we're doing and that
our case is very strong.”

A Comps of Engineers study
released Nov. 19 supported put-
ting the 106-acre Muslim youth

camp at the site.

PE\’B for the estimated &2
million project call for 10 new
cabins, a caretaker’s residence
and paved parking for 66 vehi-
cles, a beach and boat docks.

The centerpiece is a 17,500
square-foot lodge with meeting
rooms, restrooms and dining
and kitchen facilities that could
be used yearround for confer-
ences, weddings and weekend
retreats, but not for overnight
stays.

“It will not just be for sum-
mer camp,” Ali said It also is
not exclusively for Mslins, he
said. “We will open it to people

ﬂ
Muslim camp still planned

of all creeds to get to, know and
better understand one another.
It will have a lot of bereficial
uses,” Ali sad

For a’ few, opposition tran-
Soe0S trees,  SBAEY systems
and noise. Resident Bob' Lisen-
bee said he questions the wis-
dom of a camp for Muslims at
a time of heightened tension
between the Unrted States and
Muslim extremist groups and
Middle Eastern countries.

“Ihave no doubt it will draw
people from all over the world,
and | think we have to think
about security,” said Lisenbes,
who lives .

The public has until Jan. 2
to submit written comments to
the environmental regort.

Karen Haggerty, project
manager for the Corps, said the
Muslim group is not proposing
any nmore campers than the
Girl Scouts previously had.



